141.   "ADHARMA" FOR DHARMA>

A brother asks:

If someone indulges in"gambling for the sake of Malabar Relief and offers
his takings to the Malabar people, would this gambling be proper or im-
proper? Will you accept or refuse that money?

Gambling is wholly despicable. If relief work cannot be paid
for without gambling, let millions die of starvation. Adkarjna1
can never lead to dharma. I would, therefore, ask everyone to
refrain from gambling even for the relief of sufferers in Malabar.
The money that is saved by abstaining from gambling may be
given to me. This will kill two birds with one stone. You will
protect yourself from a vice and the money that might have been
wasted over the vice will be utilized for the sake of those who
need it.' How can a man think of gambling when he is concerned
about a calamity? He will rather feed the hungry by starving
himself.

The questioner gives a vivid picture of gambling that is go-
ing on at Karamala town in Orpad tahsil and says that even
boys indulge in it. Occasionally there are altercations. The
questioner also seeks a remedy for this evil. The remedy lies in
cultivating local public opinion. Public opinion has a miraculous
effect on vices. Just as burglars, etc., disappear when it dawns,
similarly, when the sun of public opinion rises, vices disappear.
If the majority of people at some place are gamblers and only a
few are free from the vice, these should warn the townsfolk and
if the vice still persists, they should migrate from the town.

[From Gujarati]
Navajivan, 21-9-1924

1 The opposite of dharma
XXV-13